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Japanese COs 


There is no provision in the Japanese 
conscription law for COs, according to two 
Americans recently returned from Japan. 

Edith Sharpless, who returned on the last 
trip of the Gripsholm, and Theodore Walser, 
who has been back since 1942, agreed that 
no such exemption was permitted. 

“There is so such phrase as ‘conscientious 
objection’ in the Japanese language,” Walser 
stated. “There is no exemption even for 
Buddhist priests and Christian clergymen.” 

He revealed, however, that pacifism has 
been known at least since the Russo-Japa- 
nese War when a Rev. Yabe was sent to 
prison as a pacifist. 

During the war with China, he said, as far 
back as 1931 “there were a considerable 
number of Japanese who were pacifists” in- 
cluding Christians, Communists, Socialists 
“and some generally maladjusted.” 

Some of these recanted their pacifism, 
some went to prison (the government about 
1938 rounded up 387 “dangerous persons” 
and kept them in prison indefinitely with- 
out trial), some managed to get into non- 
combatant divisions of the army, and some 
were “forced into uniform, put in the front 
ranks in the war in Manchukuo and were 
shot by Japanese troops from behind.” 

Edith Sharpless revealed that Kagawa was 
still preaching openly in Japan but said he 
probably was not putting much stress on 
pacifism. 


FDR Visit 


A special committee visited President 
Roosevelt March 8 to urge an improvement 
in the treatment of conscientious objectors. 

The committee consisted of Ernest Angell 
of the American Civil Liberties Union, 
Bishop W. Appleton Lawrence of the Epis- 
copal Pacifist Fellowship, and Rufus M. 
Jones of the Society of Friends. 

According to newspaper accounts of the 
interview, the trio asked for: 

Pay for COs not to exceed that of an 
army private. 

Provision for CO dependents. 

Accident compensation. 

“A larger variety of more useful and sig- 
nificant work.” . 

Supervision of COs to be taken from Se- 
lective Service and given to a “more appro- 

riate” administrative agency, such as the 

»partment of Interior, the Department of 
Agriculture, or the War Manpower Com- 
mission. 

A Presidential Appeal Board composed of 
civilians rather than military men. Opera- 
tions of this board were cited as “a major 
reason why 3,000 conscientious objectors 
have been sentenced to prison during this 
war, six times the number in World War I.” 

Exclusive jurisdiction over CO parolees by 
the Justice Department. 

Appointment by the Secretary of War of a 
civilian committee to examine cases of COs 
who have been erroneously inducted into 
the armed forces. 

The President was reported to have made 
no commitments, but said he would study 
the recommendations. 





What's in a Name 


Selective Service reports that the 
name of a registrant from Nottoway, 
Va., is William Loves Peace. 

William Loves Peace asked for an 
I-A-O classification and, apparently 
impressed, his Local Board gave it to 


m. 

The army induction station, appar- 
ently even more impressed, rejected 
him entirely. William Loves Peace is 
now IV-F. 











Presidential Appeals 


Out of every ten men who are unani- 
mously turned down by local or appeal 
boards and who ask the NSBRO for aid 
with their Presidential appeals, seven are 
flatly denied, two are successful and the 
other one is still awaiting a decision. 

This is a rough summary of studies pre- 
pared by the NSBRO Advisory Section 
which showed that 255 COs asked for help 
during the six months ended Dec. 15, 1943. 
The figure represents only those who came 
to the NSBRO, and not the total number 
of CO appeals, a figure which is not avail- 
able, it was explained. 

Fifty-seven of the 255 received their de- 
sired classifications, 167 were denied and 31 
decisions were still pending last week. 

Of the 167 unsuccessful claimants, 128 
were left in I-A or I-A-O. A complete his- 
tory of these 128 cases is not available but 
it is known that at least 25 are now in prison 
for refusing induction while another 25 of 
those who went to induction stations were 
rejected for physical reasons. 

Many of the others, it is assumed, sub- 
mitted to induction since it is known that 
some of these immediately ran into diffi- 
culty in the army because of their views. 

Most of those seeking help were appealing 
for a IV-E classification, a total of 153. 
Twenty-three men got it from the Presi- 
dential Appeal Committee and six from 
local or appeal boards to whom their cases 
were referred. 

Next to IV-E, the most desired classifica- 
tions were the farmer deferments, II-C and 
III-C. Of the 39 COs asking for these, ten 
were successful, 15 remained IV-E, nine 
were continued in I-A or I-A-O, and five 
were pending. 


The Complete Table 


Num- Desired Success- Unsuccessful Pend- 
ber Classi. ful IAorlOA IV-E ing 
lll a 13 
8 14 5 
11 


2 


8 


34 


26 
6(JW) IV-D 
19 II-A 
I-A-O 
III-C 
III-D 
II-B 


-OWwnsO8IN 


57 128 31 

Regarding those men denied appeals for 
a IV-E classification, no accurate records 
are available as to how many received or 


(Continued on page 3) 


COs on Increase 


There are almost three times as many 
conscientious objectors in this war as in 
the last, according to the Department of 
Justice. 

Linton M. Collins, special assistant to the 
Attorney General, testified before a House 
Appropriations Subcommittee that 38.5 men 
are being classified as objectors in this war 
out of every 10,000 inducted, as compared 
with 14 out of 10,000 in World War I. 

He gave 34,374 as the number of those 
who have been classified IV-E or I-A-O to 
date. Of these, he said, 12,000 were IV-E 
although only a little more than half of 
these are now in CPS camps. 

Mr. Collins was also quoted as saying 
that 10,352 CO cases had been referred to 
the Department of Justice for investigation 
of which 7,407 had been disposed of. Selec- 
tive Service had informed him, he said how- 
ever, that 8,822 more cases were to be re- 
ferred for inquiry. 


CPS Vote 


As a general rule, CPS men are entitled 
only to the normal voting rights of absentee 
civilians in the elections this year. 

According to the Council of State Govern- 

ments here, some states may include CPS 
men in whatever special provisions they may 
have for absentee servicemen, but no overall 
statement could be made. 
_Assignees in doubt about their voting 
rights should write to their own county 
Board of Elections, or to their own Secre- 
tary of State to inquire. 

They should ask whether or not they are 
included under the provisions of the Ram- 
sey Act, the federal law passed two years 
ago which waives the registration require- 
ments and poll tax for absentee servicemen 
in those states which do not already have 
provisions for this. 

The situation is complicated by the fact 
that the Ramsey Act may be partially or 
completely supplanted by the present 
soldier-vote bill now pending in Congress. 
The measure had not passed last week and 
there was some doubt as to what its final 
form would be. 

A few CPS men voted in the last elections 
but only if they made their own arrange- 
ments for absentee ballots or went home to 
vote. 


Sick in Quarters 


The average CPS man who works out- 
doors loses a little more than a day and a 
half a month from sickness and accidents. 

Tables of the NSBRO Camp Section com- 
piled on the basis of the last four months 
of 1943 show that the average loss per man 
per month from sickness was 1.61 days. This 
does not include hospital units, etc. 

Individual camp averages follow: 


. Powellsville, Md. 

. Big Flats, N. Y. .. 
. Trenton, N. D. 

. Wells Tannery, Pa. 
. Kane, Pa 


. Wellston, Mich. 
(Continued on page 3) 
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CPS Camps and Units 


A complete listing of current CPS camps 
and units follows. The list includes name 
and address of unit, administrative and 
technical agency, name of director or as- 
sistant director, and the unit’s capacity. 





No. 4, Grottoes, Va., MCC, SCS 
Emanuel Hertzler, 150. 
No. 5, Colorado Springs, Colo., MCC, 


SCS, David H. Suderman, 150 

No. » f oo Ark., BSC, SCS, Carl 
Throop, 150. 

No. 12, > Segara, N. Y., AFSC, FS, 


Roger 

No 16, “7 = Pa., BSC, FS, Vernon 
Nichols, 150. 

No. 18, Denison, Ia.. MCC, SCS, Lester 
Gerig, 150. 

No. 20, Wells Tannery, Pa., MCC, SCS, 
and Pa. Turnpike Comm... H. Ralph 
Hernley, 150. 

No. 21, Cascade Locks, Ore., BSC, FS, 


Robert E. Case, 150. 

No. 23, Coshocton, Ohio, AFSC, SCS, 
Lewis E. Berg, 50. 

No. 24, (four units), R.F.D. Hagers- 
town, Md.; Williamsport, Md.; | Bom 
Md.; Clearspring, Md.; MCC and BSC, 
SCS, Grant Stoltzfus, 105. 

No. 26, Chicago, Ill., Alexian Brothers 
(general) Hospital, ACCO, Richard. A. 
Lion, 45. 

No. 27, Tallahassee, Fla., BSC, Public 
Health Service oF Townsend, 40; Mul- 
berry, Fla., MCC, 35; Orlando, Fla., AFSC, 


as 28, Medaryville, Ind., ne ag FS and 
Game Reserve, Melvin F. Funk, 

No. 31, Camino, Cal., MCC, FS, Erwin 
C. Goering, 150. 

No. 33, Ft. wags ag Sah MCC, SCS, 
Henry T. Reimer, Jr., 150. 

No. 34, Bowie, Ma. coop. admin., FS 
and Fish ‘& Wildlife, Milo Yoder, 70 


No. 35, North Fork, Cal. MCC, FS, 
Leland Brenneman, 150. 
No. 36, Santa Barbara, Cal., 


BSC, FS, 
D. C. Gnagy, 150. . 
No. 37, Coleville, Cal., AFSC, FS, Wesley 
J. Huss, 200. 
No. 41, Williamsburg, Va., Eastern State 
(mental) Hospital, AFSC, Calhoun Geiger, 
60 


No. 42, Wellston, Mich., BSC, FS, Gra- 
ham Hodges, 150. 

No. 43, PRRA, Castaner Project, Ad- 
juntas, Puerto Rico, BSC, Puerto Rican 
Reconstruction Admin., Rufus G. King, 75; 
Zalduondo, Puerto Rico, AFSC, La Plata, 
Puerto Rico, MCC; P.O. Box 665, Charlotte 
Amalie, St. Thomas, Virgin Islands, 
BSC, 6. 


No. 44, Staunton, Va., Western State 
(mental) Hospital, MCC, Alfred Zook, 56. 

No. 45, Luray, Va., 
V. Yoder, 150. 

No. 46, Big Flats, N. Y., AFSC, SCS, 
Thomas I. Potts, 150. 

No. 47, Sykesville, Md., Springfield State 
(mental) Hospital, BSC, George Vician, 60. 

No. 49, Philadelphia, Pa., Philadelphia 


State (mental) Hospital, AFSC, Robert 
8. Blane, Jr., 

No. 50, — ‘York, N N. Y., Presbyterian 
(general) Hospital, AFSC, ‘James Lloyd, 
2. 


No. 51, Fort Steilacoom, Wash., Western 
State (mental) Hospital, BSC, Lloyd A. 
Hall, 25. 

No. 52, Powellsville, Md., AFSC, SCS, 
Gordon Foster, 150. 

No. 55, Belton, Mont., MCC, NPS, Jesse 
Harder, 150. 

No. 56, Waldport, Ore., BSC, FS, Rich- 
ard C. Mills, 150. 

No. 57, Halll City, 8. D.,. MCC, Bureau 
of Reclamation, Paul M. Tschetter, 150. 

No. 58, Farnhurst, Del., Deleware State 
(mental) Hospital, MCC, D. Paul Miller, 
40. 

No. 59, Elkton, Ore., AFSC, Gen. Land 
Office. Louis W. Schneider, 150. 

No. 61, (two units) Durham, N. C., Duke 
University (general and mental) Hospital; 
Highland (mental) Hospital, Asheville, 
N. C., Methodist World Peace Commission, 
Paul Brotsman, 45. 

No. 62, Cheltenham, Md., Chentenham 
School for Boys (reformatory), AFSC, 
John Hanks, 22. 

No. 63, Marlboro, N. J., Marlboro State 
(mental) Hospital, MCC, Loris A. Ha- 
begger, 65. 

No. 64, Terry, Mont., MCC, Farm Se- 
curity Admin., Vernon 8. Rocke, 150. 

No. 66, Norristown, Pa., Norristown State 
(mental) Hospital, MCC, Ira Smucker, 95. 

No. 67, Downey, Idaho, MCC, SCS, Dale 
A. Nebel, 150. 

No. 68, Norwich, Conn., Norwich State 
saatee Hospital, BSC, Jarrott Harkey, 


No. 70, Dayton, Ohio, Dayton State 
(mental) Hospital, BSC, Vernon H. Stine- 
baugh, 17 


No. 71, Lima, Ohio, Lima State (mental) 
Hospital, MCC, Melvin Yoder, 12. 

No. 72, Macedonia, Ohio, Hawthornden 
State ce Hospital, MCC, Donald 
Liechty, 20. 

No. 73, Columbus, Ohio, Columbus State 
eee ah re, BSC, Forrest W. 
Shively, 4 

No. 74, Cambridge, Md., Eastern Shore 


State (mental) Hospital, BSC, E. Lowell 
Rife, 15. 

No. 75, Medical Lake, Wash., Eastern 
State (mental) Hospital, AFSC, Joseph 
R. Coffin, 25. 


No. 76, Glendora, Cal., 
O. Marshburn, 200. 

No. 77, Greystone Park, J., Greystone 
Park State (mental) Hospital’ BSC, N. 
Laurence Burkhalter, 95. 

No. 78, Denver, Col., Col. seeretits 
Hospital, MCC, Albert ‘I. Ewert, 

No. 79, Provo, Utah, Provo as (men- 
tal) Hospital, MCC, Elvett H. Brown, 25. 

No. 80, Lyons, N. J., Veterans’ Facility 
(mental) Hospital, BSC, Alfred E. Rath, 85. 

No. 81, Middletown, Conn., Middletown 
State (mental) Hospital, AFSC, Alex 
Sareyan, 75. 

No. 82, Newtown, Conn., Fairfield State 
(mental) Hospital, BSC, Stanley S. Dot- 
terer, 40. 

No. 83, Warren, Pa., Warren State (men- 
tal) Hospital, AFSC, john H. Carter, 25. 


AFSC, FS, Oscar 


MCC, NPS, Dwight, 


No. 84, Concord, N. H., Concord State 
(mental) Hospital, AFSC, James Kinnee, 


No. 85, Howard, R. I., Howard State 
— Hospital, MCC, 'D. Earl Heisey, 


a 86, Mt. Pleasant, Iowa, Mt. Pleasant 
State (mental) Hospital, MCC, Earl Lein- 
bach, 33 

No. oy, Brattleboro, Vt., Brattleboro Re- 
treat (mental hospital), AFSC, Robert T. 
Dick, 25. 

No. 88, Augusta, Me., Augusta State 
(mental) Hospital, BSC, F. Nelson Under- 
wo 

No. 90, Ypsilanti, Mich., Ypsilanti State 
 peaang Hospital, MCC, Lotus E. Troyer, 


ro. 91, Mansfield, Conn., Mansfield State 
Training "School, BSC. Ralph M. Delk, 30. 

No. 92, Vineland, J., Vineland Train- 
ing School, MCC, Paul W. Ratzlaff, 16. 

No. 93, Harrisburg, Pa., Harrisburg State 
(mental) Hospital, MCC, Gerhard M. 
Peters, 35. 

No. 94, Trenton, N. D., AFSC, Farm 
Security Admin., Edward B. Peacock, 150. 

No. 95 Buckley, Wash., Western State 
Custodial School, BSC, Roland Ortmayer, 
15. 

No. 97, Dairy Farms Project, coop. ad- 
min., 506. 

No. 98, Coast and Geodetic Survey, 
Dept. of Commerce, 50. 

No. 100, Dairy herd testers, coop. admin., 
160. 

No. 102, Owings Mills, Md., Rosewood 
State Training School ACCO, Gordon 
Zahn, 25. 

No. 103, Huson, Mont. (parachute 
project), MCC, FS, Roy E. Wenger, 120. 

No. 104, Ames, Iowa, State College Agri- 
cultural Experiment Station, AFSC, Byron 
Thomas, 

No. 105, Colony, Va., Lynchburg State 
Colony, BSC, D. K. Christenberry, 25. 

No. 106, Lincoln, Nebr., State College 
Agricultural Station, MCC, Arthur Bal- 


zer, 37. 

No. 107, Three Rivers, Cal., MCC, NPS, 
John P. Duerksen, 150. 

No. 108, Gatlinburg, Tenn., AFSC, NPS, 
John H. Ferguson, 150. 

No. 109, Marion, Va., Southwestern State 
amare Hospital, BSC; Lowell E. Wright, 


No. 110, Allentown, Pa., Allentown State 
cre, Hospital, MCC, George T. Miller, 


No. 111, Mancos, Colo., Selective Service 
System (government camp), Bureau of Rec- 
lamation, Charles Thomas, 200. 

No. 112, East Lansing, Mich., State Col- 


lege Agricultural Station, BSC, Victor L. 
Stine, 16. 
No. 113, St. Paul, Minn., State College 


Agricultural Station, BSC, Herman Draben- 
stott, 10. 

No. 114, Mt. Weather CPS Project, Blue- 
mont, Va., Department of Commerce, 
Leonard Corwin, 75. 

No. 115, “Guinea Pig” projects, Office of 
Scientific Research and Development, coop. 
administration, 131. 

No. 116, College Park, Md., State Col- 
lege Agricultural Station, BSC, Edgar 
Grater, 25. 

No. 117, Lafayette, R. I., Exeter Train- 
ing School (for mental defectives), MCC, 
Theodore Neff. 15. 

No. 118, Wernersville, Pa., State (men- 
tal) Hospital, MCC, Leon Willoughby, 25. 

No. 119, New Lisbon, N. J., State Train- 
ing School, AFSC, Marshall O. Sutton, 15. 

No. 120, Kalamazoo, Mich., State (men- 


tal) Hospital, MCC, Cleo J. Swope, 25. 
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No. 121, Bedford, Va., National Park 
Service, BSC, Earl Garver, 150. 

No. 122, Winnebe o, Wis., State ee 
Hospital, ‘MCC, on K. Epp, 1 

No. 123, Union — Wis., Bite Train- 
ing School, Southern Wisconsin Colony, 
MCC, John L. Ewart, 25. 

No. 124, Stockley, Del., 
Colony (training school), 
Sherman, 15. 

No. 125, Orono, Me., State University 
Agricultural Station, MCC, Francis Smuck- 
er, 7. 

No. 126, Beltsville, Md., Dept. of Agri- 
culture Experiment Station, MCC, Dorsa 
Mishler, 15. 

No. 127, American Fork, Utah, State 
Training School, MCC, Arlo Sonnenberg, 
15. 


No. 128, Lapine, Ore., Selective Service 
System (government camp), Bureau of 
Reclamation, Herbert L. Murch, 200. 

No. 129, Spring City, Pa., Pennhurst State 
(training) School, AFSC, Robert F. Beach, 


No. 130, Pownal, Me., Maine Training 
School, AFSC, Theodore 8. Horvath, 15. 

No. 131, Cherokee, Ia., Cherokee State 
(mental) Hospital, Methodist World Peace 
Commission, M. Candler Lazenby, 25 

No. 132, Lavrel, Md., District Training 
School, AFSC, John Petherbridge, 15. 


Delaware State 
AFSC, Jackson 


No. 133, Wooster, Ohio, Ohio Agri. Ex- 
periment Station, AFSC, E. Leroy Mer- 
cer, 6. 

Sick in Quarters—(from page 1) 

7. Gatlinburg, Tenn. 2.16 
8. Hill City, 8. D. 2.06 
9. Belton, Mont. 2.04 
10. Fort Collins, Col. 1.97 
11. Lyndhurst, Va. 1.91 
12. Grottoes, Va. 1.88 
13. Magnolia, Ark. 1.75 
14. Waldport, Ore. . 1.69 
15. Cooperstown, N. Y. 1.58 
16. Coleville, Cal. ... 1.56 
17. North Fork, Cal. 1.54 
18. Colorado Springs, Col. 151 
19. Cascade Locks, Ore. 1.36 
20. Santa Barbara, Cal. 1.32 
21. Three Rivers, Cal. 1.32 
22. Elkton, Ore. ..... 1.29 
23. Camino, Cal. 1.28 
24. Downey, Ida 1.22 
25. Luray, Va. 1.18 
26. Glendora, Cal. 1.13 
27. Terry, Mont. 1.09 
28. Puerto Rico units 1.0 
29. Seeley Lake, Mont. 95 
30. Hagerstown, Md. 92 
31. Bowie, Md. 65 
32. Coshocton, O. 6A 
33. Medaryvilie, Ind. 61 
34. Denison, Ia. 57 
35. Florida units 42 


COs and the Law 


Nick Falbo, Jehovah’s Witness who was 
turned down by the Supreme Court, still 
hasn’t given up. 

Falbo began a five-year sentence in the 
prison camp at Mill Point, W. Va., in Janu- 
ary after the Supreme Court refused to 
accept his claim that he had been im- 
properly denied a ministerial exemption. 

Immediately after being imprisoned, 
Falbo filed a pee | for a writ of habeas 
corpus on the — that he was being 
illegally held. was denied by the Dis- 
trict Court but Falbo has appealed the de- 
cision and apparently intends to carry his 
case back to the Supreme Court again if 
necessary. 


Presidential Appeals—(/rom page 1) 


were continued in I-A-O. The Advisory 
Section estimated 20. 

Those appealing for deferred classifications 
had a slightly higher percentage of success 
than those asking for IV-E status, it was 
pointed out. 

It was presumed that a higher percentage 
than the two out of ten might result from 
the 31 cases pending also, since the fact 
that they have been under consideration so 
long tends to be in their favor. 


Discharges 


The following men have been discharged 
or authorized for discharge: 
For Military Service 
— Brothers Hospital : 








Eugene F. Kidder, Jr., 


Camino: Melvin J. Goertzen, IA. 

Colony, Va., Hospital: Richard C. Humphreys, 1A. 
Ones. ‘.H., Hospital: David W. VanTassell, 
Fort Collins: ~~ y D. Buller, LAO. 

Greystone es 2 , Hospital: Ernest D. Wen- 


berg (M.D.), IA 
cane: James O. Jordan, IAO. 
a = Sie tho , Wash., (CPS farmer): Donald E. 


Mebaryvile: Clinton W. Schrock, IAO. 

Norristown, Pa., Hospital: Oliver G. Stucky, IAO. 

Warren, Pa., Hospital : Theodore R. Flanagan, IAO. 
For Physical Disability 

Belton: Leslie O. Adams, Henry C. Buller. 

Big Flats: Elles J. Souhami, Stanley P. Tylutke. 


Bowie: John E. Sakers. 

Buckley, Wash., “T School: Arthur D. Villa. 

Coshocton : Henry D. Ki 

Downey: Benjamin J. K. "Helmuth. 

Elkton: Oliver W. Grose, Henry O. Peterson. 

eg: Cari D. Bennett, Oscar J. Fox, Jr., 
arry A. 


Vangel, D. Wel 
Glendora : 2 8 


. & r. 
Green County, Wis., Span farmer): Waldimar F. 


iller. 
C. Lefever, 


aggoner. 
Three Rivers: Leon G. Martin, Herman Nightin- 

gale, Aaron D. Schlabach. 

Trenton: Marlowe W. Rector. 

Waldport: Howard J. Reed. 

Wells Tannery: John M. Yoder. 

Wellston: Gustave D. Postler. 

Ypsilanti, Mich., Hospital: Maurice F. Kohl. 
Walked Out 

Big Flats: David M. Metcalf. 

Denison: Clyde A. over. 
Kane: Andrew J. Henry. 


Special Projects 


Propdsals to use CPS men in New Mexico 

“Environmental Sanitation” projects will be 
held up for at least six months, it was 
learned last week. 

The delay is caused both by the current 
log-jam of CPS manpower and by reports 
from the Taos County, N. M., Health Co- 
operative that the community would object 
to the importation of COs. The original 
plans called for a unit to dig sanitary wells 
and build privies, much the same as the 
work of the Florida units. 


I-A-O Problems 


One point of friction between I-A-O 
soldiers and the army is the matter of 
war bonds, Winslow Ames reported last 
week. 

Ames, who is conducting a one-month 
study of the.situation for the NSBRO, said 
that numbers of I-A-Os had replied to his 
inquiries stating that they were concerned 


about the army’s continued invitations to 
buy war bonds. 

Civilian bonds (government issues not 
designated as “war” bonds) would not be 
an entirely adequate answer, Ames pointed 
out, because they are not issued in Tee 
nations small enough to fit a soldier’s pay 
and because the service charge for each 
purchase reduces the interest rate. 

A more complete report of Ames’ study 
is expected later this month. 


Cascade Locks 


As of last Sept. 1, the Cascade Locks, 
Ore., CPS camp reported a loss in govern- 
ment property of $1,075, a figure which led 
the list ef all camp losses. 

Since that time, the camp reports that 
it has found property worth $200, thereby 
whittling down their net loss to $865. It 
also thinks it can reduce the figure by 
another $500 if it discovers, as is suspected, 
that it signed twice for 144 government 
blankets. 


In Prison 


A new parole procedure is being tried out 
under Executive Order 8641 under which 
all Selective Service violators are reclassi- 
fied after 60 days in prison. The paroles of 
those who accept the classifications would 
then be granted promptly by prison Panel 
Boards and men released to combatant or 
noncombatant service in the army, to CPS, 
or in certain instances to special service 
under Plan 4. 

Such a plan, the NSBRO hoped, would 
greatly expedite the CPS parole system for 
those men who are willing to accept it. 

Another proposal was reported by Wins- 
low H. Osborne, NSBRO prison visitor, 
after discussions with Jehovah’s Witnesses 
in Federal institutions at Chillicothe, Ohio, 
and Milan, Mich. 

The Witnesses indicated, Osborne said, 
that they would be interested in a camp 
similar to the government CPS camps but 
with one “guard” in residence. Witnesses 
would not actively work for such a camp, 
om. said, but would go if ordered. 

e suggestion was passed on to the 
Federal Bureau of Prisons. 


Sent to Prison 


A total of 70 men, designated as COs 
by the Federal Bureau of Prisons, went 
to prison between Feb. 20 and March 7 
for violations of the Selective Service Act. 
Of these 51 were Jehovah’s Witnesses and 
three were Russian Molokan Christian 
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Spiritual Jumpers who refused to report to 
the army. 

The list also included Clarence R. Bun- 
yan, who was sentenced to three years after 
walking out of the Santa Barbara, Call., 
CPS camp, and John J. Dutko, three years 
for walking out of the Alexian Brothers 
Hospital unit in Chicago. 


Teacher Ousted 


The name of Frank A. Knutsen of St. 
Clairsville, Ohio, has been added to the 
list of CO teachers suspended because of 
their views. 

Knutsen reported that he received his 
IV-E classification Feb. 8 and was sus- 
pended by the local School Board Feb. 9. 
He was to be granted a hearing March i0. 

“The fault the School Board finds in me 
is that I am a conscientious objector,” he 
revealed. “The charge they have brought 
against me is that my presence at school 
has caused and will cause a disturbance 
and that my value as a teacher ceased 
when the community learned of my IV-E 
classification. 

“As far as I and other teachers could 
tell there was no disturbance at school on 
Feb. 9, the last day I was there. There has 
been none since. Some students are asking 
that I be allowed to come back for they 
know I can help them as well now as be- 
fore Feb. 9.” 

The NSBRO asked several of its Ohio 
advisors to look into the case and asked 
also that the American Civil Liberties 
Union look into it. The ACLU said it 


would be glad to consider the case. 


Springfield, Mo. 


Attorney General Francis Biddle was ex- 
pected to issue an ov erall report later this 
month on charges of “inhuman treatment”’ 
of prisoners at the Springfield, Mo., Fed- 
eral Medical Center. 

Meanwhile the Federal Bureau of Prisons 
reported a riot at the institution March 6 
in which 100 inmates allegedly smashed 
furniture, plumbing and windows after 
overpowering a guard. No COs were in- 
volved. 

The riot occurred three weeks after pre- 
liminary investigations by the five-man 
board of inquiry appointed to look into 
the charges of brutality made by COs at 
the institution and others. The five in- 
cluded James V. Bennett, director of the 
Federal Bureau of Prisons, Dr. Lawrence 
Kolb of the U. 8. Public Health Service 
U. 8. District Judge George H. Moore and 
two St. Louis newspapermen. All five have 
made individual reports to Attorney Gen- 
eral Biddle, it was understood. 

In New York, Norman Thomas, who had 
asked for a Congressional investigation, was 
inclined to discount any report that the 
board of inquiry might make. 

“Mr. Bennett is an interested party to 
the administration of the prison,” he was 
quoted as saying. “I don’t care what he 
says or what he does.” 


Dependency 


A House Military Affairs Subcommittee 
has told the NSBRO that it expects to con- 
sider CPS dependency problems sometime 
within the next few weeks. At that time the 
subcommittee will debate Paul Comly 
French’s proposal that the money being 
earned by CPS farmers be devoted to de- 
pendency problems rather than being sent 


to the U. S. Treasury. If it approves, it 
will report the measure out for considera- 
tion by the House. 

Paul French and Claude Shotts have 
been unable, however, to find anyone will- 
ing to introduce similar legislation in the 
Senate. 

One Senator, for example, told them he 
would be entirely willing to vote for such 

roposal if it was submitted, but wasn’t 
willl ling to introduce a bill on either CPS 
pay or dependency needs and thereby have 
his name attached to it. 


Transfers Revised 


Plans for the spring shift of CPS person- 
nel, largely to the west coast, have been 
revised somewhat since the announcement 
in the March 1 Reporrer. 

Owing to the number of recent discharges 
from CP§, it will now be possible to keep 
transfers within agency lines, rather than 
shifting 200 men from AFSC camps to MCC 
or BSC units. 

The new tentative schedule of 
moves follows: 

1. Transfer 39 men from Wellston, Mich.: 
20 to Waldport; 19 to Cascade Locks, Ore. 

2. Transfer 20 men from Kane, Pa., and 
19 from Bedford, Va., to Belden, Cal., the 
site to which the Santa Barbara camp is 
moying. 

3. Transfer 20 men from Big Flats, N. Y., 
to Elkton, Ore. 

4. Transfer 39 men from Wells Tannery, 
Pa., to Hill City, 8. D 

5. Transfer 20 men from Denison, Ia., to 
Three Rivers, Cal. 

6. Transfer 10 men from Grottoes, Va., 
and 29 from Luray, Va., to Belton, Mont. 

Meanwhile the agencies announced, until 
equalization is reached, most new assignees 
who are not Friends or Brethren will be 
sent largely to Mennonite camps. 


We Lost 


Avowed pacifists ran for parliamentary 
seats in both England and New Zealand, 
according to the Bulletin of the Central 
board for COs, London. 

They lost in both places. 

In New Zealand, A. C. Barrington, run- 
ning on a ticket of repeal of conscription, 
civil liberties, abolition of “concentration 
camps” for COs, and removal of censorship, 
collected 251 votes against 12,000. 

In England, Independent Labor Party 
candidate Walter Padley polled 2,336 votes 
against the Conservative candidate’s 5,014, 
a vote which was described as “by no means 
disheartening.” This was despite the fact 
that “for two days, loudspeaker cars howled 
against the ‘Conchie Candidate.’ ” 


From the Papers 


From the 
London: 

On the Wednesday before Christmas, a 
party of between 30 and 40 COs and 
friends, many of whom had themselves 
been in prison, Sang carols outside Worm- 
wood Scrubs prison. In deference to 
the vegetarians present the verse of Good 
King Wenceslas beginning, “Bring me 
flesh and bring me wine,” was omitted. 


From a broadcast by Jimmie Fidler, 
Hollywood radio commentator: 
I read a letter from Capt. Lowell 
R. Eklund . about Sgt. Lew Ayres of 
the Army Medical Corps. 
“Set. Lew Ayres was attached to our 


these 


New Statesman and Nation, 





Headquarters last summer and I had an 
opportunity to observe this man whom 
press and public had victimized because 
of his adherence to a principle. Tongue- 
waggers, you will remember, spoke con- 
temptuously of Lew as a conscientious ob- 
jector. 

“Now people knew he had objected to 
bearing arms—that is, to killing—but they 
didn’t know how wholesomely sincere his 
objections were. They were not the result 
of an overnight decision. They grew out 
of his lifelong religion and his ideals. 

“Among other things, Ayres is an ab- 
solute vegetarian. This is not a dietetic 
whim, but because he won’t eat anything 
that has lived. For him, life is a gift from 
God, for God to give and for God only to 
take away. 

“Now I’m a soldier and I appreciate my 
duties as such. I do not agree with Lew’s 
philosophy. But he is sincere, and it’s not 
for you or me to condemn him for his 
sincere beliefs. 

“In his organization, the men look upon 
Ayres as a ‘chaplain,’ a personal advisor 
and confidant. He accepts no special 
favors and because of his religion-inspired 
aversion to taking an oath has refused the 
opportunity to attend officers’ candidate 
school. 

“T repeat, I do not agree with Lew’s 
philosophy, but I will pray that after this 
war . . the world will be blessed with 
more of his kind. Because only when his 
ideals become universal will we gain the 
greatest objective of humanity, eternal 
peace. Signed: Lowell R. Eklund, Captain, 
U. S. Cavalry. 


From USDA, the bulletin of the U. S 
Department of Agriculture: 

Volunteer conscientious objectors in the 
main made up Forest Service’s parachute 
crews this year. They have performed val- 
uable and dangerous service in fighting 
fires in inaccessible mountainous country 
where blazes would otherwise soon have 
become unmanageable and very destructive. 


From a speech by Senator Langer, N. D., 
in the Congressional Record: 

Mr. President, I voted against this 
war, with Hiram Johnson (Senator from 
Cal.) I walked out of this Chamber rather 
than vote for a measure to send our youth 
to the slaughter on Europe’s battlefields, 
just us two, but I kept my pledge to the 
farmers, laborers and the people of North 
Dakota who relied on my campaign pledge 
so to vote. 

But I have wholeheartedly supported the 
President in this war once we got into it, 
and I agree with the President that the 
time to pay for this war is now. 





